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Abstract

The Internal Coherence of Tasan’s Practice-Oriented

Theory of Self-Cultivation

— Focusing on the Structure of the Post-natal Formation of Virtue

and the Validity of Moral Judgment

Wi Seong-hong

Ph.D. Student, Department of Ethics Education, Korea National University of Education

Throughout Tasan’s Confucian cultivation theory, the most clearly
highlighted characteristic is the practice orientation. Distancing
himself from the intellectual climate of contemporary Neo-
Confucianism-which was drifting toward idealism, intellectualism,
and a static tendency-Tasan opted for a turn toward a practical theory
of Susa Learning(#4#%*) that is fundamentally action-oriented. The
two points where his cognitive shift in Confucian cultivation theory
is clearly revealed lie in his interpretation of virtue(f%) and gewu-
zhizhi(#43). Tasan’s position that virtue(#&) is achieved after
practice is not limited to simple moral cultivation theory, but is
related to the philosophical foundation that crosses the perspective

of the human mind and the ontological understanding of heavenly
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relations. Furthermore, in the Daehak(Great Learning, TAE),
Tasan defined gewu-zhizhi- the foundation of self-cultivation-not
as the pursuit of knowledge regarding external objects, but as an
understanding of the priority and sequence within the Six Items(7<
% ). This redefinition signifies that the goal of Confucian self-
cultivation is rooted in practical action within an ethico-humanistic
context. Nevertheless, Tasan’s project, which marks a shift toward a
practical theory of Susa Learning(“kl5}), is required to demonstrate
logical consistency as a systematic theory of self-cultivation.
Therefore, in this study, the following two points were reviewed
to investigate the internal consistency of Tasan’s practice-oriented
cultivation theory.

First is the issue of consistency regarding the concept of
deokseong(f#tt) in the Zhongyong(Doctrine of the Mean, Th
is) and the structure of his theory of the post-natal formation of
virtue. Noting that the definition of deokseong could potentially
conflict with his system of post-natal virtue, this study analyzes
the significance of Tasan’s interpretation of this concept. Through
this, it is confirmed that deokseong is the human nature(t*) acting
as a potentiality to realize virtue({). It is identified as a mediating
concept that bridges the human nature gifted by the Heavenly
Mandate(Kfir) of Shangdi( %) and the virtue to be achieved
through actual deeds(774%). Ultimately, this reveals the essential
character of his self-cultivation theory of Susa Learning (45,

which integrates the study of serving Heaven(# X&) with ethico-
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humanistic practice.

Second is the issue of consistency between the redefinition
of gewu-zhizhi(#4%#%1) and moral judgment. This addresses
concerns that Tasan’s emphasis on practice might be misinterpreted
as arbitrary action or as harboring an inherent lack of logic.
Accordingly, this study examines the possibility of universal moral
judgment based on the ‘dosim(GH.(»)’ and ‘seo(2)’, as well as the
possibility of cognitive deliberation through the Mean("f#) as a
deliberative process. This analysis confirms that Tasan’s theory of
self-cultivation does not rely on an intellectualist position that
demands a pre-existing knowledge of all things in the world.
Instead, it demonstrates that ethical judgment and practice-firmly
grounded in universality and thoughtful cognitive deliberation-can
be effectively derived within his own framework of self-cultivation

theory.

Key Words | Tasan Jeong Yak-yong, Theory of self-cultivation,
Haengsa(779%), Deokseong(f&k), Virtue(f#), Gewu-zhizhi(#4£5),
Gwonhyeong(fffr), Zhongyong(The Doctrine of the Mean, i),
Dosim (1), Shangdi( i), Seo(&).
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